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Norwood Police urge restraint, respect
News, pg 2

A & E, pg 10

Crass or class?

“Gentlemen’s club” changes
constitution, seeks SGA funds.

By Kelly Shaw
Senior News Writer
Though they frequent the
Newswire’s police notes, and have
become notorious in off-campus conversations, criticism of
the Norwood Police Department
may not be beneficial to Xavier
students.
Students living in off-campus
housing that is still relatively close
to campus are probably patrolled
by two police departments—
Campus Police and Norwood
Police. In fact, the Norwood
Police have recently increased
their patrol of the south end of
Norwood, according to Lt. Tom
Williams, of the NPD.
“During the school year we do
step up our controls at the south
end. Especially at the beginning
of school, end of school and during the breaks because usually we
know that that’s when the biggest parties are going to happen,”
Williams said.
While this ensures a great
amount of protection for Xavier
students, it also may lead to discontent from those students

Ponder After Seeing

Always Online:

xavier.edu/
newswire

John LaFollette gets the joke in
“Burn After Reading”... do you?

Photo courtesy of norwoodpolice.org

The Norwood Police Department has arrested 12 students in the opening weeks of school, “when the biggest parties are going to happen,” says Lt. Tom Williams.

throwing the “biggest parties.”
This year 12 arrests by the NPD
have been listed in the Newswire
police notes. Other citations and
arrests have also been made by
Campus Police who have been
notified by Norwood Police.
“It’s natural that we’ve had our

run-ins when it comes to off campus housing,” Williams said.
“We seem to see that a majority of the students do go by the
rules and are decent law-abiding
citizens. However, we do have a
few [houses] that will…become
the party houses and that’s where

the problems start.”
The main concerns for Williams
and the NPD are underage drinking, public intoxication and disorderly conduct.
“I know kids are going to have
their fun; however, when you’re
living in a neighborhood, don’t be

walking down the street with an
open container, don’t be throwing trash in the neighbor’s yard.
If you’re being loud and disorderly, you’re going to be arrested,”
Williams said.

Continued on page 4

Climate and Sustainability Committee

Word from the street: pushing Xavier toward carbon neutrality

North

Avondale

“

XAVIER OFF-CAMPUS PARTIES

The neighbors of the off-campus party houses in North Avondale
are committed to changing the pattern which has repeated year
after year. The residents in our community reject the idea that
everyone else should move out and give these areas over to student
housing. We expect all residents to respect each other and not to disturb
people who live nearby. The NANA Rental Housing Committee is working
with residents and collaborating with the police to change this pattern.
A flyer is being passed out to students concerning fire & alcohol safety as well
as what the neighborhood expects of students. This has allowed neighbors
to meet the students and exchange phone numbers, discuss expectations and
offer help.
The committee works with the residents and the police to make the landlords
accountable for the tenants they accept and continue to retain. They work with
Xavier University to make all involved understand that respect and consideration for each other are required of all of us who share the neighborhood. They
support arrests for behaviors that warrant it.
So police may be prepared, residents are urged to call the police to alert them
when there are signs of the beginnings of a party such as bringing in a beer keg
or large quantities of alcohol.
Cincinnati Police (765-1212)
Xavier Campus Police (745-1000)
Inform Dr. Luther Smith, Dean of Students (745-3202) of the
information you would like Xavier to know.
Do not be put off if the person answering the call does not take your complaint seriously. Ask their name and report it to the committee at 751-8334
and if you choose to their supervisor.

“

A selection from the North Avondale Neighborhood
Association’s monthly newsletter, with detailed instructions
on how to give police warning of an upcoming party and
how to address grievances after a party, indicate how seriously the neighborhood of North Avondale is taking the
responsibility of its residents (including students in off-campus housing) to treat each other with respect and courtesy.
- Staff report
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By John LaFollette
subcommittee has taken steps
Editor-in-Chief
to minimize Xavier’s immediate
Charged with the monumental environmental impact, through
task of achieving carbon neutrality purchasing initiatives and building
for Xavier University, the Climate practices.
and Sustainability Committee has
Still, there are problems intrinmade measurable progress in the sic to the project. There are large
preliminary stages of meeting the gaps in the emissions inventory
Presidents Climate Commitment due to the lack of detail in records
that Xavier President Fr. Michael kept by the university.
Graham, S.J. signed in January.
“Most universities don’t keep
While the committee has been books for us to adequately invenworking on the three tiers of re- tory [carbon emissions],” Smythe
quirements that the commitment said. “While people have been
articulates, its most immediate ef- very willing to give us the inforforts have been to inventory the mation they have, it’s not a full
university’s greenhouse gas emis- enough set of information- it’s
sions, according to the committee’s just as good as we can get.”
While it is not required by the
co-chair, Dr. Kathleen Smythe of
the Commitment to do so, the
the history department.
The subcommittee in charge Instituional Action Plan also inof this project, which Smythe de- cludes efforts to make Xavier’s
scribed as the “first major step,” food service more sustainable.
But while the committee may
has set a goal of January 2009 to
measure, to the fullest extent pos- be dedicated, the speed at which
they can work is limited by their
sible, Xavier’s carbon footprint.
Concurrently, an Institutional other roles on campus, and by the
Action
Plan
subcommittee lack of input from Xavier comhas devised a loose strategy by munity members not serving on
which Xavier can achieve carbon the committee.
neutrality.
In addition to her teaching duThe tentative plan includes ties, Smythe is also a Co-chair of
offsetting travel emissions, imple- the Ethics/Religion and Society
menting environmentally friendly program.
Her Co-chair on the Climate
construction policies, purchasing
with sustainability in mind and en- and Sustainability Committee,
hancing Xavier’s curriculum with Dave Lococo, is also the director
of Physical Plant, which has seen
an environmental focus.
With an eye to the present and its responsibilities increased.
near future, the Tangible Action
There are currently no paid
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Climate and Sustainability
Committee Co-chair Kathleen Smythe

staff in this implementation effort,
according to Smythe, though she
was quick to point to an upside.
“The benefit is that you get
more vibrant input from across
the university,” she said. On the
other hand, progress, she said, is
“relatively slow, when from my
perspective, we need to be going
at the speed of light.”
©2008
the Xavier Newswire
All rights reserved
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Expert witnesses called to enhance cases

By Kathryn Rosenbaum
News Editor
Dr. Miriam Finch, Dr. Tara
Michels and Xavier University
are naming expert witnesses to
try to prove their cases, as Finch
and Michel’s gender and age discrimination lawsuit against Xavier
University progresses.
Finch and Michels filed a lawsuit in both the Court of Common
Pleas in Hamilton County and
the United States District Court
against Xavier University, including Academic Vice President and
Provost Dr. Roger Fortin, Dean of
the William’s College of Business
Dr. Ali Malekzadeh, Dean of the

Reportedly, Xavier didn’t fol- arguing that Finch and Michels are
Communication Arts department
In a document filed on July
low
the procedure established by “engaging in fishing expeditions
Dr. Indra de Silva and Associate 16, 2008, Finch and Michels have
Professor William
and harassing tactics so that they
named
Professor the AAUP for dismissal.
Hagerty.
Emeritus Dr. David
Based on the information may cause as much unrest and dis“I believe that the
Xavier is counRubin, as one of their Rubin has seen, he said that there comfort for as large a number of
tersuing
Finch dismissal process
witnesses.
is no evidence that Finch and people at Xavier as they are able.”
and Michels for used for Finch and
Finch and Michels responded
Rubin
taught Michels committed an act that
false
allegations Michels at Xavier
at
Central
State should result in termination, or in a document by explaining that
of discrimination was seriously
their discovery “is to show disUniversity and has vol- even discipline.
against de Silva, flawed.”
unteered and worked
Instead, he said that evidence criminatory animus by Xavier
Fortin and Dean
for the American of the conflict in the communica- and its administration, faculty and
of the College of
of tion department that led to Finch even staff related to the plaintiff
– Dr. David Rubin Association
Arts and Sciences
University Professors and Michels’ termination was not professors being women.”
Dr. Janice Walker,
Finch and Michels believe that
which protects facul- due to any “improper behavior on
for breaking the principles in the ty’s rights.
the part of Professors Finch and women at Xavier are treated diffaculty handbook and abusing the
Rubin’s letter is trying to prove Michels and show(s) them acting ferently than men.
civil processes of Ohio, among that the case against Finch and no differently than other departIn the second amended comother charges.
plaint filed on March 28, 2008,
Michels doesn’t warrant dismissal ment members.”
from Xavier.
Thus, he finds “it troubling Finch and Michels asked for $15
According to a letthat Xavier is only million each to compensate “for
ter written on June 19, Dr. Larkin will
punishing the two damage to reputation and profes2008, Rubin said that testify “regarding
assertive female sional standing.”
They also asked for $5 million
he reviewed documenmembers of the
the history,
in punitive damages and “lost pay,
tation and listened to
department.”
recordings regarding formation,
Xavier is re- front and back, and benefits in
Group seeks to become more ‘service-oriented’
the dismissal cases of interpretation and
sponding
to an amount not less than $60,000
application of the
Finch and Michels.
the
testimony per year,” for both Finch and
Based on this in- current Faculty
By Emily Hoferer
of Rubin with Michels.
Smith acknowledges that while
Managing Editor
They also want Xavier to be
the
testimony
there “are some good charac- formation, Rubin says Handbook.”
of
Professor prohibited from discharging them,
The
newly
revamped teristics of what the organiza- that he “believe(s) that
– document filed by Emeritus
Dr. from reinstating them to their forGentlemen’s Organization of tion hopes to accomplish; it just the dismissal process
Xavier on Sept. 3, William Larkin, mer positions and from further
used for Professors
Xavier University will appeal to doesn’t jibe.”
2008
“regarding the his- discrimination because of their
Student Government Association
SGA Club Relations Chair Finch and Michels at
tory, formation, gender and age.
and Dean of Students Dr. Luther Daniel Francis said “we will give Xavier was seriously
interpretation and application of
Smith for club recognition after them a fair chance just like every flawed.”
Visit
Rubin said that the handbook the current Faculty Handbook;
being denied last year on the basis organization.”
xavier.edu/
that the organization functioned
“But it is our responsibility calls for dismissal for serious cause and regarding Xavier’s relationship
as a social club.
to make sure that the university including “grave dishonesty, gross and interaction with the AAUP,”
newswire to read
Last year, GOXU, founded by doesn’t support clubs that could incompetence in teaching, grave according to a document released
David Rubin’s
irresponsibilities in discharging on Sept. 3, 2008.
then freshmen Steven Sabol, was be a liability,” he said.
letter and other
a social club where men would get
The gentlemen are allowed to university obligations…and seriAs evidence continues to be
documents
together for events such as oldpresent their appeal ous violations of University poli- collected through expert wittime baseball, billiards and cigar
to SGA but they cies, such as those governing sex- nesses and paper documentation
related to the
night.
“are aware the ual harassment.”
in the discovery phase, Xavier is
case.
But this year they want to
same
conbecome a more service-orientcerns would
-Paid Advertisemented organization, with proceeds
present themfrom their events going directly
selves
this
to charity and including activities
year again,”
such as playsaid Francis.
ing
cards
“You walk
with senior
a very fine
citizens and
line with social
a toy drive.
clubs because
“ W e
we are using tuwant to be
ition dollars to
a club that’s
pay for it.”
seen actually
The gentledoing someAs a leading CPA and advisory firm
men’s organithing,” said
zation finding
in the U.S., BKD is well respected
sophomore
some support from
Paul Russo.
but we’re so much more.
SGA. “Based on limited
“We want to
reading, the club seems to
!     
publicize
doing
promote the ideals of the unisomething for the
versity,” said Senator Chris Hale,
!       
community.”
who wants to see GOXU given a

GOXU stressed that they are a fair chance.
!   
different club than last year. “We
Hale insists that SGA has to
!        
would like to have ladies, too,” look at the proposal separately

said Sabol. “We are service-based, from the one filed last year.
and we do not deny anyone from
Hale said, “We have to respect
!          
helping out.” This year they have that they are making it very clear
about 25 regular members made they are not a gentlemen’s club.”
up of freshmen and sophomores.
“We need to be careful to allow
They also emphasize that they every proposed club the opportuA second glance at your first impressions
call themselves the Gentlemen’s nity to be let in and we need to
reveals there’s more to BKD.
Organization, and not club. “We be prudent about our selections.
don’t want to known as a gentle- However, we cannot deny clubs
For more information about our internship and
men’s club because of the precon- the opportunity based on personal
employment opportunities, visit bkd.jobs or
ceived notions that come with the preference,” Hale said.
schedule an interview with our recruiters when
word,” said Russo.
The officers of GOXU are
they visit your campus.
They have turned in the paper- meeting with SGA and Smith on
work to SGA for ratification as a Monday, Sept. 22 to decide on
club.
their fate as a recognized club of
Cincinnati Recruiter
If they receive ratification from Xavier University.
Chris Linck
SGA, it will be the job of Smith,
513.621.8300
dean of students, to act on behalf
Kathryn Rosenbaum, News Editor
clinck@bkd.com
of the university and recognize Phone: 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
them as a formal club or not.

Gentlemen’s organization
seeks club status, funding
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Minniti takes on the role of director at ISS
By AMY WINDHORST
Campus News Editor
Lea Minniti proves that once
you’re a Muskie, you’re always a
Muskie.
“I’m a Xavier graduate,” she
begins, tracing her life up to this
past June, when she was promoted
to the position of Director of the
Office of International Student
Services (OISS).
Her first foray into international affairs began here at
Xavier University. After studying Theology, Spanish and Peace
Studies as an undergrad, Minniti
went on to get her Masters in
Education here at XU.
Her background allowed her to
make connections between theological perspectives, peace studies
and Latin America, and fostered
what she calls “a love of all things
international.”
Her post-graduation experience only intensified Minniti’s international experience.
After living in Nicaragua and
working with refugees and asylees in the United States, Minniti
longed to move onto something
more education-focused.
“The needs of the refugees
were tremendous and immediate,”
Minniti said. “Here, I can focus on
education and help to mentor students about what they want to do
with their lives.”
This is Minniti’s third year at
Xavier, though her first as director. She was promoted this past
June, and had previously been
working as the interim director of
the office.

Newswire photo by Erika Bresee

Lea Minniti, shown here in the Romero Center, is Xavier’s new Director of International Student Services.

Her job is complex, as each day
demands that she deal with many
students from varying international backgrounds.
While most of the focus at
OISS is on student adjustment
and comfort, there is complex
immigration advising that takes
place as well.
“[We] do the immigration advising so that students stay aware
of regulations,” says Minniti. “We
have to deal with the government

regulations, but we really exist to
help people form friendships.”
The integration of international students into the Xavier
community is perhaps the most
important role of Minniti’s office.
ISS works with about 160 students from 40 different countries,
helping to ease their transition
into Xavier culture
Additionally, through activities
such as the weekly International
Coffee Hour, the Romero Center

helps to provide opportunities for
interaction with the larger Xavier
community.
This helps both students of
international background and
American students gain a better
understanding of their differing
backgrounds.
Minniti hopes to emphasize
the open nature of the Romero
Center. “We are here for all students, first and foremost,” she
said.

Her office also works with U.S.
students to help facilitate interaction between cultures and give
students a taste of international
experience. “Our space is open to
anyone,” said Minniti.
In her new position, Minniti
is already scoping out creative
ways that OISS can reach out to
Xavier students, international and
otherwise.
Currently, she is working on
fleshing out the ISS website. Her
plans for the site call for the inclusion of photo galleries, detailed
international information and
electronic immigration forms.
Minniti is also interested in
reinstating an old OISS initiative known as the International
Friendship Program. This program would allow international
students to see the inside of a traditional American home, an experience that many students who are
international do not have.
For now, Minniti has plenty of
ISS events to keep her busy. At
3:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 17
in the Faces of the World Lounge
in Gallagher Student Center,
Japanese students will host the
weekly Romero Coffee Hour. The
annual Latin Dance will take place
on Friday, Sept. 26.
Other upcoming events, such
as a cross-cultural retreat and
International Education Week will
surely keep Lea Minniti’s life filled
with activity for the remainder of
the semester.
Amy Windhorst, Campus News Editor
Phone: 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
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Thursday, OcT. 2, 2008
7:00 p.m.
cinTas cenTer
cOmplimenTary TickeTs are required.
Free tickets are available to students with Xu id at the cintas
ticket window weekdays from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
a ticket request form is available for the general public
at www.xavier.edu/ers/lecture.
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cO-spOnsOred by The brueggeman cenTer FOr dialOgue
and The cincinnaTi ZOO and bOTanical garden.
For more information, contact
Kathleen Smythe at 513-745-3279
or Elizabeth Groppe at 513-745-3734.
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Norwood Police urge
restraint, respect
Continued from page 1
Additionally, Williams says defiance will not benefit students,
the Norwood community or the
police. Instead, he encourages students to be cooperative and courteous with the police and to assist
their friends who may be making
bad decisions.
“Try to be your brother’s keeper,” Williams said.
While there has seemed to be
an increase in Norwood patrol

Police
Notes

Sept. 8, 10 a.m. — Physical
Plant reported that a vehicle had
driven on the Victory Family
Park fields, causing damage to
the fields.
Sept. 9, 5:30 p.m. — Shoes
were reported stolen from a
locker room in O’Conner Sports
Center.
Sept. 10, 2:39 p.m. —
Campus Police responded to the
bookstore for a theft in progress.
The area was searched and officers were unable to locate the
subject.

Campus News

this year, Williams says he believes
the problems are not as bad as
previous years, and that Xavier
has done a good job emphasizing
respect toward neighbors.
“Ninety-nine percent of Xavier
students are good young adults
and the thing is, you don’t want
that one percent to spoil it for the
rest of you,” Williams said. “The
more [students] hold themselves
more accountable, the less problems there will be. If [students]
have questions or concerns we’d
be happy to talk, but they have to
understand that we have a job to
do.”
Sept. 14, 1:19 a.m. —
Students reported to Campus
Police that a vehicle had been
following them, and they were
asked to get in by the subjects in
the vehicle. The vehicle was later
stopped by Norwood Police, and
the subjects were issued trespass
warnings and sent on their way.

Get wired &
go wireless!
{

WHO DOESN’T LOVE A FREE CUP
OF COFFEE AND FREE WI-FI?

FREE
WiFi!

Cincinnati

331 Clifton Avenue
513-221-2243
WITH THIS COUPON GET A

Note of the

FREE

Week
Sept. 9, 1:11 a.m. — A
tree at Loyola House was
struck by a garbage truck.
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150

$

*

STACK UP FOR YOU?
You’re a student. You need a checking account. You definitely need extra cash.
How you stack it up is all up to you.
Open new student checking account – get $50
Come in, sign up and get $50. Kind of like a signing bonus.
Use your ATM/debit card – get $50
You have to buy stuff, right? After your first ATM/debit card usage,
we’ll credit you with an additional $50.
Keep account open for one year – get $50
That’s right. All you have to do is keep your account open and
reap the benefits in a short 12 months.

It all adds up to $150!
We’ll even add a free T-shirt to the stack!
See below for additional information concerning bonuses.*

To find the branch nearest you, visit wesbanco.com or call 1-888-654-5300.
#ARTHAGE    s &INNEYTOWN    s (ARRISON   
-ONFORT (EIGHTS    s -ONTGOMERY    s 3T "ERNARD    s 7ESTERN (ILLS   
*Bonus for opening an account: A minimum deposit of $1 must be made to open an account and receive the $50 and T-shirt bonus. $50 Bonus will be credited to account 28 days after account is opened. T-shirt will be given at account opening. Customer must
sign up for a debit card and estatement to receive account opening bonus. Customers with a current checking account, or who transfer funds from an existing WesBanco deposit account, are not eligible for bonuses for opening a new checking account. One
year bonus: Twelve months after an account has remained open, a $50 bonus will be credited. ATM/Debit card use: Customer must use debit card to make a purchase or at an ATM within 90 days of account opening to earn bonus. All bonuses are subject
to change without notice and limited to one per customer. WesBanco Bank, Inc. is a member FDIC.
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Graduate ProGrams

Attend the Fall Career Fair
Tuesday, Sept. 23
3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Cintas Center

ACCOUNTING, BANKING
AND FINANCE

Contingent Network Services

GRADUATE SCHOOLS

Eli Lilly and Company

Barnes Dennig & Company, Ltd

Emerson Climate Technologies, Inc

John Carroll University, Graduate Studies
and Boler School of Business

Becker Professional Review

Enterprise Rent-A-Car

BKD, LLP

FirstGroup America

Clark, Schaefer, Hackett & Co.

Fischer Homes

Decosimo and Company, CPAs

Hobsons, Inc.

Federal Home Loan Bank of Cincinnati
(Non-profit)

Hyland Software, Inc.

University of North Texas Health Science
Center-School of Public Health

Macy’s Credit and Customer Services

Xavier University Department of Nursing

Fidelity Investments

Medpace

Fifth Third Bank

Messer Construction

Xavier University Department of
Occupational Therapy

Grant Thornton LLP

Modern Office Methods

Jackson, Rolfes, Spurgeon & Co.

National Interstate Insurance Company

JPMorgan Chase & Co.

NewPage Corporation

KPMG LLP

News America Marketing

Mass Mutual Financial Group

North American Properties

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network,
The Kelley Financial Group

Ohmart/Vega Corporation

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Rippe & Kingston Co.
State Farm Insurance
The Hartford Financial Services Group
VonLehman & Company
Wells Fargo Financial Inc.

Questions? Contact the Career Services Center
   s CSC XAVIEREDU s WWWXAVIERERECRUITINGCOM

Western & Southern Financial Group

CORPORATE
Aerotek

Phillips Edison & Company
Procter & Gamble Company
Reynolds & Reynolds
Richards Industries
Sogeti USA

Xavier University Department of Theology
Xavier University Graduate Program in
Health Services Administration
Xavier University MBA Program, Williams
College of Business
Xavier University Office of Graduate
Services

HEALTH CARE/RESEARCH
Cincinnati Children’s Research Foundation

Tata Consultancy Services

Mercy Health Partners

TEKsystems

TRS Rehab Services, LLC.

The Kroger Company

Aurora Casket Company

The Nielsen Company

=mdibtjpm<GG>\m_w?m`nnKmja`nndji\ggt
=mdibgjonjaMnphnw=mdib\K\_ajgdj
M`n`\m^cJmb\idu\odjinKmdjmoj<oo`i_dib

Bonneville International

Total Quality Logistics, Inc.

Brooksource

Walgreens

www.xavier.edu/career

Xavier University Department of School
and Community Counseling

Target

The Midland Company/American Modern
Insurance Group

Burke, Inc.

GOVERNMENT

Cinergy Duke Energy

Defense Finance and Accounting Service
(DFAS)

Cintas Corporation

Hamilton Police Department

Clear Channel

U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Cold Jet, LLC

U.S. Navy Officer Programs

Construction Software Technologies

Xavier University Department of Psychology

Brown County Regional HealthCARE and
General Hospital

Analytic Partners

Cengage Learning

University of Cincinnati College of
Pharmacy

Standard Textile

remember students

Canon Business Solutions

Northern Kentucky University Graduate
School

NON-PROFIT
Boy Scouts of America - Dan Beard Council
Brighton Center, Inc.
Cincinnati Museum Center
Family Nurturing Center
LADD Inc.
Marvin Lewis Community Fund
Ohio Benefit Bank (Ohio Assn. of Second
Harvest Foodbanks)
Ohio Citizen Action
RHC- Resident Home Corporation
Starfire Council of Greater Cincinnati
United Way of Greater Cincinnati
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EDITORIAL | GREEN INITIATIVE

A Committee of WE

First off, let us say that the Newswire applauds Xavier’s initial steps to
make the campus green by reducing its CO2 emissions. Pollution is a
growing, self-spawning problem that affects our entire planet, and our
nation’s colleges and universities need to take a leadership role if our
elected officials will not.
Most everyone would agree that becoming a signatory of the
Presidents Climate Committment is a step. But the journey is long, the
steps are many and the burden is too heavy to be carried by so few a
number.
While the Newswire would be the last place you would find a call for a
new administrative position to oversee the environmental tasks facing
the university, we can’t help but think that the workload is too hefty for
the 15 people currently assigned to deal with it.
No matter the dedication of the Climate and Sustainability
Committee (or the heft of its moniker), it cannot achieve its stated goal
of achieving carbon neutrality at Xavier University by itself.
This task needs all of our input. There needs to be a communication
channel between the members of the committee and the members of
the community.
Maybe the student body doesn’t care about the future of its planet,
and maybe Xavier is forcing a policy onto people who don’t want it. But
the Newswire’s guess is that this isn’t the case.
We’re all invested in this effort, we all have ideas that will help in
some way and we should all start acting like it.

EDITORIAL | THE UPSIDES OF FALL

Get excited about fall!

Fall? Fall! It’s time for fall already! This Monday, Sept. 22 marks the
first day of fall in 2008. Soon, we’ll see cold(er) air, and more consistently. The leaves are going to turn gold and red, fall from the trees and
smell amazing. We’ll probably get more rain. Unfortunately we must say
good-bye to those gorgeous, humid, green days of summer, but don’t
worry: Here’s a list of things that make fall downright tolerable:
- Sweaters! Sweatshirts! Jackets! Bring them out of hiding! Hurray!
- Pumpkin-spice flavored anything. Ice cream, coffee, pies. Yum!
- Free Chipotle Burrito Day, on Oct. 31: From 5 p.m.-10 p.m., if you
go to Chipotle wearing tinfoil on some part of your person, they will
award you a free burrito. That’s just in time for you to have indigestion
for...
- Halloween! Who doesn’t love Halloween? Costumes! Whore-ish
costumes! Candy! Or at least decorations. At the very least.
- Fall Break. Finally, a break. A few days off, maybe at home, maybe still around campus, but nonetheless: a few days without having to
think critically about anything other than whether you have the energy
to change the channel.
- Academic Day. As if Fall Break wasn’t magical enough, on Oct. 21,
campus shuts down, there’s no class, and all of us can have yet another
break from the vigors of studying. Or, we can do more of it. At any
rate, there’s no class, so that’s a plus.
See? There are plenty of reasons to love fall. Not one of these things
are unappealing. So the next time you find yourself missing the glories
of summer, turn instead to the glories of the next season—and the
pumpkin pie.
On the Web: www.xavier.edu/newswire
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly
throughout the school year, except during vacation
and final exams, by the students of Xavier
University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH
45207-2129.
The Editorials are written by a different staff
member each week and do not necessarily reflect
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Editorials editor to write.
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body, faculty or administration of Xavier. The
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comic by Matt Kroger

LETTERS

Support SAC

I’m going to make this short
and simple: BE NICE TO SAC!
They dedicate way too much time
and effort to be subjected to such
petty criticism. So what if we
don’t have a big-name band play
at our school? They just offered
Maroon 5, Counting Crows and
Augustana tickets at a major discount. Besides, SAC has a ton of
alternative events happening every week that are free or cost a few
bucks. SAC consistently brings us
free and good food, shows us new
movies before they are available
for rent and provides us with numerous other ways to escape boring, daily routines. I would rather
have many events from which to
choose instead of one concert.
Without SAC, Xavier would be a
fairly boring place other than the
basketball games.
Besides, since when does complaining actually get something
achieved? I think a more effective
way of getting your concert would
be to attend one of their public
meetings every Wednesday from
3-5 p.m.
Ashley Sroufe | ‘11

Look local

In the likely circumstance that
Xavier isn’t able to lure a high-profile band, one doesn’t need to look
far for solid backup options. First,
let’s be realistic and admit that
Xavier doesn’t have the money or
pull to entice a mega-popular band
such as Radiohead or Coldplay.
Heck, even nabbing a mid-level act
such as The Decemberists (who,
by the way, are excellent live) may
be a stretch.
However, I have an idea, why
doesn’t SAC bring popular local
acts to perform at Xavier? The
local Cincinnati music scene has
produced nationally recognized
bands in recent years, such as
Over the Rhine, The National,
Heartless Bastards, Pomegranates
and Wussy. It seems to me that it’s
much more likely that a local band
will embrace their roots and play
a show here in Cincinnati. This

makes sense because Cincinnati
residents will be familiar with the
band, it promotes the local music scene and won’t cost as much
money.
Sure, missing out on catching
a popular band in concert is disappointing, but watching a local
band isn’t that bad of a Plan B. I
would rather watch an excellent
local band for a cheap price here
on campus than have no concert
at all. Who’s with me?
Chris Gillespie | ‘10

Shame, shame

Seven years ago on September
11, four U.S. planes, hijacked by
terrorists, crashed into the World
Trade Center, the Pentagon and
a field in Pa. killing nearly 3,000
people.
The ‘reminder’ on the academic mall remembers and honors
the thousands of innocent men,
women and children murdered on
that day. It recognizes those who
had the courage and compassion
to risk their lives to save others.
It reaffirms life and symbolizes
our preserved freedom. It inspires
an end of hatred, ignorance and
intolerance.
Xavier students are patriotic
and they remember.
I am very disappointed by the
Newswire’s take on this memorial. Please view the ‘reminder’ for
what it really is: A memorial dedicated to those who have passed
and those who have survived this
tragic event.
Crystal Palting | ‘10

Poor tactics

Club Day on the mall is the one
chance you get to introduce yourself to the campus. Many put hard
work into this showcase, while
some fail to take it seriously. As
I traveled around to the different
tables to listen to what different
clubs had to offer, to collect free
items and to enjoy the free food,
I was attracted to the tables concerning the presidential election.
First I stopped by the College
Democrats to collect informa-

tion about their candidate. Next,
I went to the College Republicans,
who were adjacent to the aforementioned table. The only information I was able to collect was
an ‘Obama barf bag’, which was a
brown paper bag that had two pictures and a caption about Obama.
There was nothing about McCain
on their table. What’s worse, no
one at the table knew the platform
of their candidate.
A club of this nature is meant
to inform. The tactics you choose
to represent your club with define
those that are in that club. If you
are going to attempt to pick apart
what the College Democrats represent, try to represent your group
first. Represent your candidate or
learn the platform in order to be
taken seriously. Until you learn to
do this, I suggest you study the actions of the College Democrats. At
least they are being informative.
Carmen Deloach | ‘09

Biting back

I read with interest your report that three Communication
Arts faculty, with whom I have
never had a personal or professional relationship, and their attorneys have requested to see my
employee file in hopes, I presume,
of finding evidence of misconduct. I cannot allow such an inept
attempt at personal defamation to
stand. I today (9/15) inspected my
file and am happy to report that
no such evidence exists and, to my
surprise and gratification, found
instead many testimonies to my
service and scholarly achievement. I am sorry to disappoint
Professors Finch, Michels and
Patnode and their attorneys if I
do not conform to the tired stereotype of Italian-American males
as prone to mischief and “misconduct.” They might do well to
look elsewhere for such examples
of “misconduct,” perhaps to the
files of those who suggested they
look at mine.
Ernest Fontana
Professor of English

Opinions&Editorials

Xavier Newswire

—MALL TALK—
with Katherine Monasterio & Amy Windhorst

“What performing artist would YOU bring to play at Xavier?”

Carolyn Boyle

Susan Lloyd

Class of ‘10

“I think Chris
Brown.”

Class of ‘11

“Michael Jackson.”

Katie Raffel

Brenda Ratamo

Class of ‘09

“The Fray.”

Class of ‘10

“I would have
UB-40, but I think
they’re really old.”

Nick Louis

Class of ‘11

“Is Frank Sinatra
still dead?”

Brad Schilling

Class of ‘09

“Jack Johnson.”

Shane Hutton

Class of ‘10

“In light of recent
events on campus,
Darryl Worley.”

photos by Katherine Monasterio

Ben Strauss

Class of ‘11

“I’m in the mood for
some Shinedown.”

9/11: Remember the facts, too
By Katherine

Monasterio

Asst. Opinions & Editorials Editor
2,995 flags and one anonymous
sign reminding us of its significance: a quiet, fitting memorial in
honor of the massive loss of life
that marked the defining moment
of our generation.
This is my third year at Xavier,
the third time I’ve witnessed this
memorial—and in these three
years I’ve had absolutely no idea
that College Republicans even had
anything to do with it.
Last week, campus media remarked that we didn’t need to be
reminded. We could remember
enough for ourselves.
Okay, then. Okay. Fine.
Let’s take the genocide, destruction, and disease ravaging
Africa out of the media. We know
it’s going on. We don’t need to
hear about it.
Let’s stop talking about the
conflict all over the Middle East.
It’ll still happen without us.

Let’s forget about environmentalism; we can tend to it ourselves.
Let’s stop talking about Dec. 7,
1941. It was 67 years ago; who
even cares anymore?
Why not have a reminder? Why
is it so wrong to blame the media
for forgetting? Of course they’ve
forgotten. Britney Spears and the
MTV awards are headline news
in our culture; why should it care
about something that happened
seven years ago?
In case anyone else has forgotten this fact, College Republicans
does not work alone in remembering Sept. 11. Each year, SAC
provides the evening display
of luminaries along the greenspace. If you’ve seen it, you know
you’ve been moved by it. They
raise a modest amount of money
from the luminaries—which goes
straight into a fund that helps kids
who were orphaned as a result of
9/11. Yeah. Definitely sounds like
a scam to re-force a tragedy down
our throats.

In remembering our fallen
loved ones, College Republicans
are not exploiting 9/11, nor are
they trying to block any other club
or organization or even a single
person from honoring the victims
of the attacks.
I’m sure they and the rest of
the Xavier community would welcome any and every effort.
I’m glad their memorial was
there. If there was nothing at all,
I’d be furious and stunned by how
quickly we really do forget.
It’s fitting, touching, and modest, too—there’s no name on that
one sign, no person or group taking credit for laboring to put up
3,000 flags to mark every single
life taken by the hell of that day.
So before the media goes
blaming blind ambition and some
sick desire to treat a massacre as
a “favorite holiday,” take a minute
to remember that each flag represents a human being.
The least we can do is
remember.

So It Goes by Matt Kroeger
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Green: the new black
By Andrew Chestnut
Editorial Columnist

Think about the word “green”
for a second. What comes to your
mind?
Chances are it’s the environment. Five years ago, that probably wouldn’t have been the case.
Five years ago, green was still emblematic of money and power and
consumption (and in some cases
marijuana, but that’s beside the
point). Five years ago, the only
people thinking about the environment were seen as nutty, liberal, fringe-dwelling activists.
But things have changed.
Caring about the environment
has pushed its way into the mainstream. In a way, it’s cool; it has its
own color. Consider: Public transportation is fun. Neglecting to recycle is a faux pas. SUVs, once a
statement of status and success,
are now gas-guzzling icons of ignorant, harmful consumerism.
Even conservatives are pulling
their heads out of the sand and
recognizing that climate change is
a serious issue, though, unfortunately, not the ones who currently
occupy the White House. But
the GOP’s presidential nominee,
Senator McCain, outlined environmental plans that contradict
the party’s policy (in that they
do something about the issue).
Whether or not McCain is serious
is unclear, but it at least proves
that voters, even Republicans, care
about the issue.
This shift in mentality is especially prevalent at Xavier, where
our administration has committed the university to standards
that increase its energy efficiency
and decrease its carbon footprint;
where an Environmental Studies
major is offered; where many students make serious efforts to recycle and reduce waste; where the
new food service provider is (or
at least appears to be) concerned
with waste and sustainability.
It is fantastic that things are
actually getting accomplished in
order to improve our relationship
with the environment, both here
and around the country. Whether
that is because (a) people genuinely care about the environment, (b)
people care about it because it is
suddenly en vogue, or (c) because
energy has become stupendously
expensive, is debatable. Likely all
answers are somewhat true. But

even if people are recycling and
riding bicycles or taking the train
instead of driving merely because
it makes them feel better about
themselves, at least they are doing
it. We have a rare case where the
means (vain, superficial, and possibly ephemeral popularity) are
justified by the end (a marginally
cleaner environment).
However, I foresee danger if
this is the case. I can see companies taking advantage of the
green movement to generate the
other kind of green, the kind that
shows up on income statements. I
can see marketing meetings where
vice presidents say, “How do we
make it appear that we care about
the environment? Let’s make our
logo green!”
Look around, and see that
it is happening already. Beyond
Petroleum (BP), like other oil
companies, presents its green
flowery logos through hipster
commercials that gently whisper,
“Hey, don’t feel bad about buying
fossil fuels that emit CO2 into the
atmosphere.”
Beware of SUVs that suggest
their 20 miles per gallon highway
(!) is not only good for your wallet,
but good for trees and cute woodland creatures as well. For the record, 20 MPG is deplorable!
I worry that the masses will get
sucked into the fallacious promotional b.s., unwittingly contributing to the same cycle of consumer-driven nonsense that drove us
into this smoggy mess in the first
place.
If you find yourself caring a
lot more about the environment
lately, ask yourself why. While it
currently is “fun” to be environmentally friendly, the fun might
not last. Like all popular things,
one day green will be unpopular.
I urge you to care about the environment for its own sake. Care because if nothing real gets done, the
sea levels could rise above Florida
and New York City and the ozone
could completely disappear.
Please, be skeptical of what you
see and hear. Don’t let companies
decieve or take advantage of you,
and don’t let polluters convice you
they aren’t polluting.
Most importantly, in another
five years, if the green movement
goes the way of the pocket-protector, that doesn’t mean you
have to stop caring about the
environment.
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Strong start for
men’s tennis

Four members of the defending Atlantic 10 champion Xavier
men’s tennis team combined to
produce three top three finishes
in the Hoosier Invitational over
the weekend.
Senior Mike Dieciuc was the
highest Musketeer finisher, picking up a second place finish in
the Cream Flight – the fourth
of the four singles flights in the
tournament.
Defending A-10 Player of
the Year, senior Doug Matthews,
teamed up with junior Chris
Herlinger for a third place overall
finish in the doubles portion of
the tournament, which, coupled
with a fifth place finish in the top
singles flight, made for a solid
weekend for Matthews.
Freshman Richard Canelas also
took a third place finish in the
Crimson Flight – the third of the
four flights.

XC teams post strong
finishes in Charlotte

Xavier gains verbal commitment from top-100 recruit Kevin Parrom

By doug tifft

Sports Editor
The Xavier men’s basketball
program secured a key member
of their future on Saturday with
the verbal commitment of 6’6”
small forward Kevin Parrom.
Parrom, a senior at South Kent
High School in South Kent, Conn.,
is a native of the Bronx, N.Y. and
spent three years at New York
City’s St. Raymond High School
before leaving this summer after
a dispute with head coach Oliver
Antigua.
Parrom is rated by Rivals.com
as the 84th best player in the high
school class of 2009 due to his
versatile skill set. He possesses a
solid mid-range to perimeter jump
shot, finishes consistently around
the basket, can defend multiple
positions effectively and is an excellent defensive rebounder for

The Kevin Parrom file:
Strengths
Defensive rebounding ability,
ballhandling, shooting, defensive
flexibility.
WEAKNESSES
Lack of muscle, limited shooting range,
creating off of the dribble.

Photo courtesy of nydailynews.com

Kevin Parrom posseses the versatility
to be an effective member of the
Musketeers begining in 2009.

his size. The combination of his
skills will help ease Xavier’s transition from the losses of wing
players C.J. Anderson and B.J.
Raymond in the 2009-10 season,

when Parrom will likely back up
wings Dante Jackson and Jordan
Crawford.
The commitment of Parrom,
who chose Xavier over his hometown St. John’s University in addition to Clemson University and
Pittsburgh University, became vital for the Musketeers after they
failed to sway four-star small forward Ari Stewart during a lateAugust recruiting trip.
Parrom’s commitment leaves
the Musketeers with one remain-

ing scholarship to offer in the class
of 2009, presumably to be given to
a post player. Candidates for the
spot include former Georgetown
University recruit Chris Braswell,
a 6’8” power forward now playing in prep school at Hargrove
Military Academy, a program that
produced former Xavier guard
Stanley Burrell, and 6’10” Kyryl
Natyazkho, a Ukrainian immigrant
now attending IMG Academy in
Bradenton, Flo., who possesses a
soft-shooting touch to complement his massive size.
Although neither Braswell nor
Natyazkho are expected to make
a decision on their future college
choice any time soon, Xavier hosted Braswell for an on-campus visit
this past weekend, with expectations for a visit by Natayazkho
to occur sometime in the near
future.

-Paid Advertisement-
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Freshman Caylin Howell helped the
Xavier women to a fourth overall
finish by placing 18th.

The men’s and women’s cross
country teams each continued
a season of strong results as the
men’s team finished fourth and
the women third at the Charlotte
Invitational.
Sophomore
“Hollywood”
Tommy Kauffman led the men
with a sixth place finish, running
the eight kilometers (4.96 miles)
in 26:25.
Seniors Luke Beuerlein, finished ninth in 26:40, and Clinton
Womack, 11th in 26:52, rounded
out the top three for the men.
The women were led by sophomore Christina Schneider, who
finished 15th in the five kilometer
(3.1 miles) race at 20:24.
Schneider was followed closely
by the trio of junior Angela Menke
(20:31), freshman Caylin Howell
(20:33) and sophomore Caitlin
Thomas (20:33), who finished
17th through 19th respectively.
The teams will be back in action next weekend when they
travel to South Bend, Ind. for the
National Catholic Championships
on Friday, Sept. 19.
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Musketeers take just one of three matches in Iowa tournament over weekend
By Scott Mueller
Asst. Sports Editor

The Xavier volleyball team
dropped two of three matches
this past weekend at the Iowa
State Tournament.
Coming off a loss to Western
Kentucky University in their home
opener, the Musketeers started the
weekend on a good foot.
In the opening match against
Drake University, Xavier lost the
first set 25-17, but was able to rebound, winning the next three sets
and the match.
Xavier came out strong in the
second set, taking a 10-5 lead.
Already ahead 11-8, sophomore Claire Paszkiewicz led a 7-0
run with four successive aces for
the Musketeers.
Drake would get no closer than
six after the run, and Xavier held
on to take the set 25-17.
In the third set, Xavier once
again asserted its dominance, getting out to an early 9-4 lead, and
never trailed or was tied in the set,
winning 25-18.
The fourth set was a very different story for the Musketeers.
Drake, with defeat on the line
in the fourth set, jumped out to an
11-4 lead.
The Bulldogs controlled the set
almost all the way through before
Xavier was finally able to tie the
score at 21.
The Musketeers soon finished

Newswire photo by Dani Mieners

Sophomore outside hitter Chelsea Campbell (center) had three kills in Sunday’s loss to Big XII Conference opponent
Iowa State. The Musketeers lost to the Cyclones in straight sets, after losing to Iowa University earlier in the day.

it off on a 4-1 run to take the
match 3-1.
The next day Xavier was scheduled for a double-header against
Iowa and tournament host Iowa
State.
The match against Iowa was
nearly a repeat of the Drake
match, this time with Xavier on
the losing end.
In the first set Xavier jumped

out to an early lead at 8-3, soon
widened it to 17-10, but fell victim
to a 9-1 run from the Hawkeyes
that gave Iowa its first lead since
2-1.
Xavier recovered, however,
and took the first set of the match
25-22.
This was the last set the
Musketeers would win in the
tournament.

The next two frames were all
Hawkeyes. In the second set, already up 19-11, Iowa went on a
6-0 run to finish the set 25-11.
Iowa dominated the third set
as well, as the Hawkeyes took the
early lead at 10-3 and never let
Xavier score more than two consecutive points.
Iowa went on to win the set
25-14, and take the lead in the

match.
The fourth set was more competitive, yet yielded the same
result.
Iowa again went out to an early
lead at 8-3. Xavier was not out,
however, as junior Kelly Ruth led
the Musketeers on an 8-0 run to
take an 11-8 lead.
The Hawkeyes delivered a 5-0
run of their own and finished off
the set 25-19, and the match 3-1.
Looking to rebound from
the loss earlier in the day against
Iowa, Xavier turned its attention
to Iowa State in the night-cap of
the double-header.
The tournament ended on a
sour note for the Musketeers,
however, as they were swept by
the host team, 3-0.
Xavier only led twice in the
match, and tied it up six times.
The entire match was controlled by the Cyclones, as Xavier
never scored more than 18 points
in any set, losing 25-18, 25-17,
25-16.
Iowa State went on a 15-7 run
in the second set, after the score
was tied at 10, to take a dominating lead in the match.
After consecutive lengthy road
trips, the Musketeers, now 5-4 on
the season, will return home this
Friday Sept. 19 to take on No. 13
Middle Tennessee State at 7 p.m.,
with a matchup against Tulane on
Sat., Sept. 20, also at 7 p.m.

Brutal schedule dooms Muskies Xavier lassoed by top
Men’s soccer team drops two to undefeated teams
By Ken Burton

Staff Writer
The
struggling
Xavier
Musketeers men’s soccer team entered the Northern Illinois tournament having just one goal on the
season en route to 0-3-0 record.
Having drawn match-ups with
two defensive juggernauts in
Northern Illinois University and
nationally ranked Northwestern
in the tournament who had four
and five shutouts on the season
respectively, things weren’t about
to change.
The Musketeers would face
the undefeated hosts, the NIU
Huskies, first in the tournament.
Less than five minutes into the
game, NIU found the back of the
net off a penalty kick from the
Huskies’ freshman midfielder and
leading goal scorer, Brad Horton.
Xavier midfielder Andy Dimbi
drew a penalty kick soon after, but
NIU goalkeeper Joe Zimka was
able to quickly dive to his right to
punch the ball away.
Three more goals would follow without an answer by the
Musketeers.
“At the end we wanted to continue to play and keep it tight to
preserve a shut out, and we did,”
said NIU coach Steve Simmons.
Two days later, the Musketeers
were
challenged
by
the
Northwestern Wildcats and their
star defender Mark Blades.
The Musketeers added a fresh
face in goal—redshirt freshman

Newswire photo by Dani Meiners

Junior Jake Volmer was one of two
Xavier representitives on the AllTournament team at the Northern
Illinois Tournament.

Ryan Engelmann—in hopes of a
reversal of fortunes, but they had
no such luck.
Entering the match, Blades was
the reigning defensive player of the
week in the Big Ten conference.
With his help, Northwestern
had allowed only one goal all
season.
As it would turn out, the
Wildcats would not only extend
the Musketeers scoreless streak,
but the defensive-minded Blades
also managed to cut up the
Xavier’s defensive third, scoring

two goals of his own.
Sophomore forward Matt
Eliason also added a goal to finish
off the Musketeers and the tournament in grand fashion, 3-0.
The three goal margain would
also prove to be the differential in
shots on goal in the game, as the
Wildcats outshot the Musketeers
16-13.
While both NIU (4-0-2) and
NU (5-0-1) kept their previously
unscathed loss columns pristine,
the Musketeers added two more
losses—and no goals—to their
record (0-5-0).
The lone bright spot of the
long weekend for the Musketeers
was the naming of junior midfielder Jake Vollmer and senior
midfielder Tommy Clines to the
All-Tournament Team.
Unfortunately the road to victory doesn’t look to get any less
bumpy for the Musketeers as they
will battle yet another nationally
ranked foe, the Bradley Braves.
The Musketeers will nonetheless look to bounce back from
the tumultuous tournament when
they host the Braves Friday, Sept.
19 at the friendly confines of the
Xavier University Soccer Complex
at 7 p.m.
After the match with Bradley,
the Musketeers will hit the road
again for a three-game road trip
before returning home on Oct. 10
to face their first Atlantic 10 adversary, the Colonels of George
Washington University.

ranked Oklahoma St.

Newswire photo by Evan Riekhof

Graduate student Carrisa Gilbert got off a shot on goal against Oklahoma
State, but did not find the net as the Musketeers were shut out.

By Ken Burton

Staff Writer
It was a windy Sunday afternoon in Cincinnati, Ohio when
the upset-minded Musketeers
met the undefeated and nationally
ranked Oklahoma State Cowgirls
on Sept. 14. Unfortunately for
the Musketeers, the Cowgirls did
not wait long to display why they
have recieved so many accolades.
An early flurry of goals by
Oklahoma State led to the 10-1
shot differential and the subsequent 4-0 deficit at the half.
Xavier freshman Cathy Della
Lucia nearly had Xavier’s first
goal, but her 69th minute header
sailed just high and the momentum would stay with the Cowgirls.
The Cowgirls would continue

the dominance in the second half
when Siera Stawser hammered
home her third goal of the match,
completing the hat trick in the
closing moments of the game.
Xavier’s only goal came just
thirteen seconds later in the 89th
minute when freshman forward
Jessica Brooks sent in her second
career goal.
The goal, however, was too
little, too late as the Musketeers
fell by a 5-1 margin. With the loss
Xavier falls to 0-5-0 on the season and the Cowgirls improved to
6-0-0.
The Musketeers will look to
find the win column in Athens,
Ohio on Friday Sept. 19 when the
Musketeers meet the Bobcats of
Ohio University at 4 p.m.
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Take a tour of Cincinnati concert venues
BY Felipe
Garcia-Wasnich
Staff Writer

Mad Hatter
620 Scott St.
Covington, Ky. 41011;
859.291.2233.
Across the river in Covington,
punk, emo, indie and hard rock
bands blare through raw sets on
the diminished stage at the Mad
Hatter.
Admirable for its authentic
feel and gritty location, the venue
promises a unique interaction
between fans and their favorite
bands.
However, there are negative
aspects to many of the Mad
Hatter’s shows. Not only does
the poorly engineered stage disable fans from seeing the acts,
but sometimes the audio system
keeps them from hearing the
bands as well.
Still, as the murals of Kurt
Cobain and other greats seem to
suggest, experience is everything
when it comes to live music.
Bogarts
2621 Vine St. Cincinnati
513.872.8801.
Located in Clifton near UC,
Bogarts features mostly rock and
alternative acts. Once in a while
it breaks the pattern, and brings
acts from more diverse genres to
Cincinnati.
Many regular patrons adore
the venue for its well-equipped
stage and widely appealing acts,
but Bogarts has its downfalls.
Though lighting and visuals of

but want something more lowkey than Bogarts.
The bar and venue features an
assorted selection of live acts that
include local rock groups and reggae acts. The Mad Frog is the place
to be for those that want a more
hands-on experience with live
music. Monday salsa nights are
a favorite for returning patrons.

photo courtesy of jaunted.com

Newport’s historic Southgate House conceals a modern concert venue
beneath its classy facade.

typical shows do not disappoint,
music fans may exit the venue
unimpressed.
Tight security and a general
disregard for local acts leaves
Bogarts feeling mediocre and
standard. Still, it is this mediocrity that brings many big names
to the venue.
Bogarts seems destined to remain the king of Cincinnati midrange music venues. Its reign will
continue to be secure because of
its proximity to UC and its promoters’ sound business minds,
which prohibit them from taking
chances.
Madison Theatre
730 Madison Ave.,
Covington, Ky. 41011;
859.491.2444.
At first glance, the Madison
Theatre seems to be just a repro-

duction of Clifton’s dominant
venue. Looks can be deceiving.
With upcoming acts as diverse as
the saxophonist David Sanborn,
the siren Ingrid Michaelson, the
rock band Black Keys and the
hip-hop influenced Flobots, the
Madison Theatre is more than a
Covington rival to Bogarts.
The similarities are obvious
as the stage setup is similar and
Madison Theatre’s security is almost as tight. Still, the variation
in musical talent keeps this theater from being just another stop
on the album tour.
Mad Frog
1 E. McMillan St.
Cincinnati; 513.784.9119.
As another favorite locale near
UC’s campus, Mad Frog serves
as an alternative for those who
search for live music in Clifton,

Southgate House
24 E. 3rd St. Newport, Ky.
41071; 859.431.2201.
The dream home of any live
music fanatic, this venue was
built in Newport by the influential Richard Southgate in 1814.
Almost 200 years later, the mansion has become the focal point
of the local music scene.
The historic Southgate House
appears, on the outside, to be a
fully livable, four-story residence.
The inside, however, is not as
predictable. The first floor features a functional lounge, including an extensive jukebox.
Walking past the pool table and
down the stairs to the basement
reveals the remarkable venue located within the house. Including
a spacious ballroom area, a stage
large enough for bigger acts and
even an upper-level sit-down
balcony, this is where the real
Southgate action happens.
A coveted second floor parlor
and an art gallery on the third
floor round out Southgate’s role
as the cultural hub for the greater
Cincinnati area.
Much like the house itself, the
artist calendar is more than a onetrick pony. Southgate has fea-

Coens cannot top ‘No Country for Old Men’
BY John LaFollette
Editor-in-Chief
Touting a production pedigree
and an A-list cast, “Burn After
Reading,” the latest film venture from Ethan and Joel Coen,
seemed destined for greatness.
While it seems likely that the
spy/thrill spoof will be a box
office success—the film opened
last weekend at no. 1—odds are
against it matching up to the critical acclaim garnered by its Oscarwinning cousin, “No Country for
Old Men.”
The two screenplays were written around the same time, according to the Coens, and fans hoped
some of the bloody, sprawling,
philosophical “No Country”
genius would come through in
“Burn After Reading.”
Instead, it seems like “Burn
After Reading” served as a screenwriting foil for “No Country,” allowing the Coens an outlet for
their natural sense of comedy,
and the creative thrill falling flat
in areas (see: timing and character study) where “No Country”
soared.
Still, the boys who brought
you the dark sense of inevitability
in “Fargo,” the perfection of plot
in “O Brother Where Art Thou”
and the fantastic fantasy of “The
Big Lebowski” have made a pret-
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George Clooney in a startling moment during the Coen brothers’ latest film
“Burn After Reading.”

ty decent movie.
John Malkovich is foulmouthed, heavy-drinking CIA
agent Osborne Cox who opens
the film by throwing a tantrum
after he is pushed out of the
Agency to a low-level security clearance role at the State
Department.
Thinking the decision is political when it is probably related to
his ineffectiveness and strong affinity for drink, Cox starts work
on a tell-all memoir he thinks will
put the CIA on its ear.
Cox’s drinking problem is
likely tied to his freeze-dried marriage with heartless wife Katie

(Tilda Swinton), who is having
an affair with jumpy, internetcruising Harry Pfarrer (George
Clooney).
With a mind for divorce, Katie
copies her husband’s personal financial files (along with his memoir) to a computer disc that winds
up in the hands of a pair of
dimly-lit gym employees, Chad
Feldheimer (Brad Pitt) and Linda
Litzke (Frances McDormand).
Chad and Linda try to blackmail Cox, who understands part
of how ludicrous the situation is,
and hijinks ensue.
The plot is as thick as its
swampy Washington, D.C. set-

ting, and kudos to the movie-goer
who can follow it without having
previously read a review.
The dialogue is excellent, as
expected from the Coens, though
Cox gets too many of his laughs
from using the F-word, and the
laughter from a theater audience
sometimes makes lines hard to
catch.
As the film poster says,
“Intelligence is relative,” and this
comes through in the varying
degrees of idiocy each character
exhibits. It also makes for funny
stuff when certain characters
bump into each other over the
course of the movie.
Still, the film is funniest when
considered as a whole: Cox thinks
he is infinitely more important
than he is and acts accordingly, Pfarrer thinks and does the
same and Chad and Linda are
so warped that their behavior is
understandable in light of everything else.
“Burn After Reading” is a hilarious exercise in self-absorptive
reflection, and perfect for the
walk home from the theater, but,
unfortunately, it misses the comedic mark on screen.
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tured an eclectic and impressive
array of musical acts. Bands like
The White Stripes, Arcade Fire,
Guided by Voices, Clap Your
Hands Say Yeah, My Morning
Jacket, The Strokes, Stereolab
and The Dirty Dozen Brass Band
all have one thing in common:
They’ve played Southgate.
The venue doesn’t shortchange the local scene either. It
often features local acts both accomplished and lesser-known.
Listen for the excellent audio
system always present in the ballroom to blast the music of the big
ticket artists during Cincinnati’s
annual Midpoint Music Festival
this year.
20th Century Theatre
3021 Madison Rd.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45209;
513.731.8000.
Little more than a stone’s
throw away from Xavier’s campus, 20th Century Theatre is
located in the lively backdrop
of Oakley. Once a prominent
movie theater, it now hosts touring musical acts as well as private
parties.
The most endearing feature
of the venue is its spacious dance
floor. There is plenty of room
to sway to a range of artists that
fall mostly into indie or folk-rock
categories.
Unfortunately, this multipurpose venue does not guarantee
live music every weekend. A
majority of the venue’s calendar slots are occupied by private
functions like anniversary parties
or wedding receptions.

Live Wires
(week of Sept. 14)

Asleep at the Wheel
8 p.m., 9/19, Madison
Theatre, $30
The Sundresses
8:30 p.m., 9/20,
Southgate House, $10
Apocalyptica
8 p.m., 9/21, 20th
Century Theatre, $20
Marc Broussard
8 p.m., 9/23, 20th
Century Theatre, $18

New Releases
(Week of Sept. 14)
Nelly
Brass Knuckles:
Universal
Buckcherry
Black Butterfly: Atlantic
Darius Rucker
Learn to Live: CapitolNashville
Plain White T’s
Big Bad World:
Hollywood Records
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Abrams’ ‘Fringe’ lives up to hype
BY Amy Windhorst
Campus News Editor

After months of hype, J.J.
Abrams’ (producer of “Lost” and
“Alias”) newest series “Fringe” is
finally off the ground, accompanied by promising performances
and modest ratings. The show
follows a female FBI agent in
her quest to understand strange
phenomena.
The show, which will air
Tuesdays at 9 p.m. on Fox, kicked
off with a bang. In the first five
minutes, viewers witnessed a
plane filled with a man-melting
toxin followed by gruesome imagery. This begins the series’ foray
into the world of ‘fringe’ science,
a journey which seems to point
toward even wilder happenings
such as teleportation, invisibility
and speaking to the dead.
The strange incident aboard
the plane is investigated by FBI
special agent Olivia Dunham,
(Anna Torv). She becomes further invested in the case when
her professional partner and
lover John Scott (Mark Valley)
is infected with the same deadly
chemicals.
The events of the episode lead
Dunham to take up company
with witty con-man Peter Bishop
(Joshua Jackson, of “Dawson’s
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Famed producer J.J. Abrams.

Creek” fame) and his somewhat
crazy scientist father, Dr. Walter
Bishop (John Noble). Bishop’s
past as a brilliant, ground-breaking scientist leads to the unraveling of the case.
For the most part, the show’s
cast seems well-suited to their
respective roles; the chemistry
between the three main protagonists was already tangible
by the end of the pilot episode.
John Noble’s performance as Dr.
Bishop could veer towards the
campy end of the spectrum—a
problem for a show that asks
audiences to take silly concepts
seriously.
On the other hand, Joshua

Jackson as the witty Peter Bishop
kept the show lighthearted in
spots, even criticizing the show’s
own sci-fi premise. Newcomer
Torv offered a solid, if not excellent, performance. Abrams,
who has previously hand-picked
unknown female talent such as
Jennifer Garner and Evangeline
Lilly, might have another star on
his hands.
However, at the end of the
day, the premise, not the cast, is
what will likely cause viewers to
trip.
The show demands a generous amount of suspension
of disbelief. Thinking too long
about LSD-induced telepathy or
a woman with a fully mechanized
arm will only get you into trouble
with “Fringe.” Fans of shows
such as the “X-Files” or “Lost”
should know what to expect from
this show’s sci-fi driven plot.
Like Abrams’ other shows,
“Fringe” looks to be a fantasybased experience that is heavily
grounded in human relationships.
Abrams has already hinted that
the chemistry between Torv’s and
Jackson’s characters will evolve
beyond more than just friendly
companionship.
Overall, the pilot ranks above
average. The episode had enough
shocks, twists and moments of

solid character development to
keep viewers interested for the
full hour and a half. The pilot was
nowhere near as spectacular as
those of Abrams’ previous ventures, but it succeeded in establishing the groundwork for what
is sure to be an intense, intricate
television drama.
There will be an overarching
storyline incorporated into the
series, though Abrams insists it
will not require the intense dedication demanded of the viewers
of shows such as “Lost.” The
show’s creators have stated that
the overall plot has a specific
direction, and that the endgame
will be fulfilled no matter how
long or short the series airs.
The show drew around nine
million viewers during its pilot—an impressive number,
though far from what might have
been expected. Airing in a comfy
timeslot after “House,” and the
draw of a big-name producer like
Abrams, means that Fox will be
more than happy to give “Fringe”
a few chances to hit the mark.
Let’s hope “Fringe’s” audience
does the same.
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Gospel Explosion

At 4 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 20
in Cintas Center, the XU Gospel
Choir will perform in Evanston’s
“Gospel Explosion” concert.
The concert is a community
event and will feature a number
of Cincinnati’s best gospel choirs
and artists. Tickets are $15 for
adults, $10 for senior citizens
and $5 for youth and students
with ID. All proceeds will benefit the Evanston Community
Scholarship Fund.

Jazz Ensemble
concert

Like experiencing the full
sound of a jazz band? Xavier’s
own Jazz Ensemble will hold a
concert at 8:15 p.m. on Sunday,
Sept. 21 in Long Recital hall in
Edgecliff. The concert is free
and open to the public.

Mid-day music

Xavier’s music department
brings you “Music at Mid-day”
at 12:30 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 19
in Long Recital hall. The short
concert will feature a Schumann
sonata for piano and violin. It is
free and open to the public.

Michael Phelps makes waves, gets laughs
in lukewarm ‘SNL’ season premiere
BY Nora Heink

Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editor

Mention “Saturday Night
Live” in casual conversation and
you’re bound to get impassioned
comments about the superiority
of “MAD TV” or the classic response that “it was better before
(insert any former cast member
here, except Horatio Sanz) left
the show.”
Let’s face it: the longtime king
of sketch comedy shows has faltered over the past several seasons—a reality clearly evidenced
by budget cuts and low ratings.
Like many viewers, I’ve developed a tormented relationship
with the show, usually tuning in
on Saturday nights to a hilarious
opening sketch only to be disappointed at the mediocre antics
that ensue after a few prolonged
commercial breaks.
Last Saturday’s “SNL” premiere provided some funny,
memorable moments, but suffered from the same inconsistency and lack of effort that has
marred previous seasons.
It appears that the writers,
stricken with the self-obsession
that seems to characterize all of
NBC these days, have realized
that the studio audience, excited
to merely sit inside the “SNL”
studio, will laugh at just about
anything put in front of them.
As usual, the funniest
part of Saturday’s show was
crammed into the first five minutes. Chances are the opening
sketch—maybe the only sketch
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Tina Fey (left) as Alaska Governor and vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin and Amy Poehler (right) as former
presidential candidate Senator Hillary Clinton in their impresssive impersonations on “Saturday Night Live.”

worth the hype surrounding the
premiere—has already found you
on the internet.
The skit brought back former cast member Tina Fey in a
spot-on impression of vice presidential nominee Sarah Palin opposite Amy Poehler as Hillary
Clinton and played off the vast
differences between the two female candidates. It was “SNL’s”
unique brand of political humor
at its best.
The premiere was hosted by
a subdued (and clothed) Michael
Phelps, whose monologue was interrupted by words from William
Shatner on the importance of
“integrity” and an appearance by
Phelps’ mother.
With the exception of NBC
anchorman Brian Williams,

whose appearance was so horrifying that CBS must have felt
a lot better about having Katie
Couric around, most guests who
aren’t in show business usually
manage to pull off a successful
“SNL” appearance.
Phelps was no exception.
Although his appearance on the
show did make me wonder: Does
NBC officially own Michael
Phelps or vice versa?
Rapper Lil’ Wayne, part of
Phelps’ pre-race soundtrack,
gave solid performances of “Got
Money” and “Lollipop.”
The remainder of the show
typified “SNL’s” difficulties over
the past few seasons, lacking
subtlety and depth in favor of
annoying gimmicks.
The
“Locker
Room

Motivation” sketch featured Will
Forte as a swim coach (wearing
a mustache reminiscent of Mark
Spitz for seemingly no reason)
encouraging a team of losers
including, ironically, Michael
Phelps.
The skit culminated in Forte
dancing to a goofy polka tune,
joined by a self-conscious Phelps.
“Napoleon Dynamite” was the
last and only time an audience
bought a punch line like this one
(and even then, I’m convinced it
was a fluke).
Another sketch cast Phelps
and Kristen Wiig as the ugly children of oblivious parents—now
there’s an original premise.
“Weekend Update,” which
usually delivers some of “SNL’s”
best humor, drew a few laughs

with more Palin jokes, but fell
short.
Guest appearances were lackluster and included the atrocious
‘political comedian’ character,
Nicholas Fehn, portrayed by Fred
Armisen.
The gimmick surrounding this
character is his inability to connect more than three words into
a coherent thought. As a result,
Fehn winds up sounding like an
even more irritating version of
‘that guy’ from your freshman
philosophy course.
I’m guessing the writers assumed that this nonsense would
be so un-funny that it would turn
out funny—perhaps they applied
the same concept to the entire
show itself. More likely they
needed to burn some time during the program with no effort
required.
I’m fairly certain that this character, along with tapes of Elmo
from “Sesame Street” and the
opening to “Access Hollywood,”
are being used to break terrorists
and in federal interrogations.
As with any show that produces material on a weekly basis,
lackluster spots are inevitable, but
for a show as revered as “SNL,”
it’s difficult for fans to overlook
the shortcomings of the past several seasons.
Fortunately, the program’s
structure promises new talent is
bound to arrive before long. And
fortunately for NBC executives,
this hope keeps viewers tuning in
every Saturday. For now, at least
it’s an election year.
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The heart of a

champion
A recent inductee into the Xavier Athletic
Hall of Fame, James Posey reflects on his
time in college: a story of perseverence and
determination to graduate.

T

By Doug Tifft

here have been hun- season. Posey was barred from
dreds of talented ath- joining his teammates during his
letes to come through freshman campaign.
the Xavier University
Instead Posey turned to a more
Photo courtesy Greg Rust
men’s basketball program, but conventional site for any non-varPosey (right) along with President Fr. Michael Graham at Friday’s Xavier Athletic Hall of Fame induction ceremony.
perhaps the most decorated of sity Xavier undergrad looking keep
the bunch is two-time NBA cham- their basketball skills sharp during something that hadn’t been done
Moving into a starting role programs now. Everyone knows
pion James Posey.
the winter months: the intramural in my family before, to graduate.” on the 1998-’99 squad, Posey led about Xavier and the players that
The four years that Posey, a courts of the O’Connor Sports
Posey’s academic transfor- Xavier to a 25-11 record, a second have been through here and mov1999 graduate and 2008 Xavier Complex, where Posey poured in mation throughout his career at place finish in the A-10 West and ing it to the next level. Not only
Athletic Hall of Famer, spent at 40 points per game in his version Xavier gained him widespread ad- a third place finish in the National basketball wise, but academically
Xavier saw the
as far as graduating players, which
miration with- Invitational Tournament.
advances of both
Posey’s individual success as a separates them from a lot of other
in the athletic
Posey as an indisenior brought in plenty of hard- players,” Posey said.
department.
vidual, and of the
As an established NBA cham“I always ware as well, as he was named an
Xavier basketball
said that one All-American by collegeinsider. pion, many of the current Xavier
program.
players aspire
of my proud- com, First Team
The start of
to reach the
est days was All-District by
Posey’s
colleNational
level of success
graduation day, the
giate career was
and James was A s s o c i a t i o n “I made up my mind that that Posey has
almost derailed
the perfect ex- of Basketball I wasn’t going back to reached. It was
before it even
them that
ample of why Coaches, First
Twinsburg without my piece to
started, as Posey
AllPosey delivered
that was, in Team
of paper, my degree.”
was deemed in10
the same mesthat he was a Atlantic
eligible for his
Atlantic
sage that guided
person
who and
–Posey
freshman season
him to becomcame in and 10 Defensive
of college under
ing a success.
made some- Player of the
a newly-enacted
“It was pretty much like a heart
thing of him- Year.
rule known as
The accolades, combined to heart. What I experienced, what
self,” former
Proposition 48.
Xavier Athletic with obvious skills and determi- I went through, and how I got to
The rule statDirector, and nation, caught the eye of many where I am right now. It is a lot
ed that, although
fellow
2008 NBA scouts, and enabled Posey of hard work. Also, how imporPosey held the
Athletic Hall to be selected 18th overall in the tant school is. I learned the hard
required grade
of Fame in- 1999 NBA Draft by the Denver way, but I finally got it,” Posey said
Photo courtesy dantasyland.com
point
average
ductee, James Nuggets, launching what has been of his meeting with the current
Above: Posey (right) had a very
for Xavier ad- succesful senior year, earning First
Fogelson said. a nine year career with four teams Xavier players.
mittance, the 20 team A-10 and A-10 Defensive
The spirit that drove James
When Posey that has seen him win two chamthat he received Player of the Year honors.
finally did hit pionships (with the Miami Heat Posey to become the success story
on his American
the court in the in 2006 and the Boston Celtics in he is today—both on and off the
College Testing Right: A close-up of Posey’s second
court—comes from one source,
fall of 1996, he 2008).
NBA Championship ring.
Program (ACT)
Returning to Xavier, Posey sees best expressed by Posey’s long
helped Xavier
exam would result
to their first the improvements in the basket- time friend and former Xavier
in a loss of eligibility since it did of the 1995-96
Atlantic
10 ball program that have been made teammate Reggie Butler:
not meet the required score of season.
“He is a guy who you can’t tell
C o n f e r e n c e in the last nine years.
21.
While Posey
“Xavier is one of those elite him what he can’t do.”
West Division
Photo courtesy Greg Rust
As the news of Posey’s ineligi- may have been
Championship.
bility and perceived academic apa- taking a year off in respect to var- The program had joined the conthy spread throughout the college sity basketball, he was putting in ference only a season earlier, the
basketball community, recruiters more than his usual share of work first of two NCAA appearances
began to temper their recruit- in the classroom under the guid- in his tenure, in which they lost in
ing efforts for the 6’8” forward ance of academic advising coor- the second round to second seedfrom the Cleveland suburb of dinator Sister Rose Ann Fleming, ed UCLA, and a No. 13 ranking in
Twinsburg, Ohio. There was one SND DeN. Sr. Fleming drove the final Associated Press Top 25
school that did not shy away from Posey with a message of “You poll; the highest the program had
Posey during the difficult times, can do this,” as Posey maintained achieved to that point.
however, a fact that proved to seal a satisfactory GPA to gain eligibilPosey did all of this from his
the deal for Xavier University.
ity for his sophomore season and now customary-position as the
“[The reason that I chose would graduate early in 3.5 years sixth man on the team, a role that
Xavier] was just them giving me as a result of a heavy summer Prosser relished for a player that
the opportunity, knowing that course schedule that Sr. Fleming he called his most talented, and
I was going to be a Proposition assigned.
that earned him consecutive Sixth
48. [Former Head] coach [Skip]
“I made up my mind that Man of the Year awards in his
Prosser and [former Assistant] I wasn’t going to go back to sophomore and junior seasons.
coach [Jeff] Battle came into my Twinsburg without my piece of
After helping the Musketeers to
home, sat down with my family paper, my degree,” Posey said of a second straight A-10 West title, a
and told me that they still wanted his remaining in Cincinnati for the Conference Tournament champime to come here,” Posey said.
summer to take classes. “It was onship and subsequently another
Proposition 48 would be al- just a lot of hard work. For me I NCAA Tournament appearance
tered seven years later to take into was never really thinking of mak- as a sophomore, Posey returned
Photo courtesy boston.com
account grade point averages, a ing it to the next level, NBA-wise to Xavier for his senior season as Last June, Posey was a key figure in NBA Finals, leading the Boston Celtics
change that would have made or basketball-wise. It was more one of the most talented players to their 17th Championship. Next year, Posey will play for the New Orleans
Hornets along fellow standout Xavier alum David West.
Posey eligible for the 1995-’96 about trying to graduate and do in the country.

